
N 

 

 

 

 

 
Military Officers Association of America 

SENCLAND Chapter 

P.O. Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

October 2013 – Editor: Ken Finch (910) 395-5189 

 
COMING EVENTS 

October 2013 Meeting: 

 

Date/Time/Place: There will be no regular first Tuesday SENCLAND meeting in October. Our   

  chapter is hosting the NC Council of Chapters’ quarterly meeting on 25 and 26 October at the Fort   

  Fisher Air Force Recreation Area at Kure Beach. 

 

Please see the attached announcement and submit your reservation, with payment, for the Friday   

  evening cookout ASAP to JB Noll, SENLCAND Treasurer. Your checks and reservation forms 

  MUST be received NLT 4 October. This is required by the facility and the caterers. Late reservations   

  CANNOT be accepted and any individuals who show up without having paid by 4 October will not    

  be able to participate in this event. 

 

Please make check payable to SENCLAND MOAA and mail, with reservation form to SENCLAND   

  MOAA, Attn: Capt John Noll, P.O. Box 15207, Wilmington, NC 28408. 

 

November Meeting: 

 

  Plan on not missing this meeting, which will be our ‘northern’ experience at Engleses Italian Restaurant at 

13460 Highway 50/210 in Surf City. 

 

Do you remember? Head-light dimmer switches on the floor, pant leg clips for riding bicycles without 

chain guards, soda machines that dispensed glass bottles? 

 
Message from the President.. 

 

  This is a reminder that the October meeting will be on the 25
th

 of Oct. at the Fort Fisher Air Force 

Recreation site in the beach house starting at 1800 hours. There is a deadline of 4 October to have 
reservations in the hands of JB Noll. This is a real deadline set by the site and not the chapter. We will have 

our meeting as part of the 4
th

 quarter meeting of the North Carolina Council of Chapters. Plan to come and 

meet members from across the state. Our speaker for the meeting will be Paul Laird, an archaeologist for the 

historic Fort Fisher. 

 

  The November meeting will be at our ‘northern’ site, Engleses Italian Restaurant at 13460 Highway 

50/210 in Surf City. I mention it at this time because it is only a week after the October meeting, and will be 

on the 5
th

 of November. This is also Election Day, so plan to vote as well as to come to Surf City. 

 

 

 

 



  We request some input from the members of the chapter who receive the newsletter via the postal service. 

We need to know if the mailed letters are of value to you and if you wish us to continue to mail them. The 

board is considering stopping the mail service and concentrating on the e-mail delivery and putting the 

newsletter on our website. This is a cost-effective way to send mail if there is little interest in receiving ‘snail 

mail.’ Let me have your input by calling me at 910-452-1616, or mail to my address at 5284 Edinboro Lane, 

Wilmington, NC 28409. 

 

Regards, 

John Stewart 
CAPT, (USN Reserve, Ret) 

 

Scholarship Donations.. 

 

Charles Fox, Jr.                        Jim Jackson*                                 Marvin Congleton                      Paul Crehan 

Charles Chance                  Catherine Snyder                                 William Pacshal                       James Carper 

Robert Glasgow                         John Lasley                                  Martha Anderson 

 

* Century Club ($100 or more) 

 

The Arboretum Needs Our Help.. 

 

  The Military Appreciation Garden Project plans to build a ‘Military Appreciation Garden’ at the New 

Hanover County Arboretum. “Let’s honor those who have served or are currently serving in our nations 

military” states the project chairman. “Leave all worries at the door as you stroll through our peaceful 

labyrinth with a section dedicated to each branch of the military.” The arboretum is open every day during 

daylight hours and is always free and easily accessible. 

 

  “America’s fighting men and women sacrifice much to ensure that our great nation stays free. We owe a 

debt of gratitude to the soldiers that have paid the ultimate price for this cause, as well as for those who are 

blessed enough to return from the battlefield unscathed,” says Allen Boyd of the Project. 

 

  Your donations are 100% tax deductible; mail them to the arboretum at Military Appreciation Garden 

Project, 6206 Oleander Drive, Wilmington, NC 28403, Attn: Military Appreciation Garden Project. Or, you 

may call in and donate over the telephone with your credit card at 910-798-7670; mention the Military 

Appreciation Garden when calling. You may also donate online at http://dt.tl/Military-Appreciation-Garden-

at-New-Hanover-County-Arboretum. (This string may be difficult to type but it IS correct. Not only must each word 

be spelled correctly but you MUST also get each and every dash in just the right place without any omissions or 

inadvertent spaces between it and the word either trailing or leading it.) 

 

Nine Burning MOAA Issues.. 

 

  Here are MOAA’s nine hot issues facing Congress in its just begun term: 

1. Sequestration: Will Congress turn off the disproportional and harmful sequestration that has handcuffed 

the Pentagon’s budget and our nation’s readiness? 

2. Defense Authorization Bill: Will it include the 1.8% pay raise for the troops and avoid more TRICARE 

fee hikes? 

3. “Doc” Fix: Will Congress avert the 24.4% Medicare/TRICARE reimbursement cut scheduled to take 

effect on January 1, 2014? 

4. SBP/DIC Offset and Concurrent Receipt: Will Congress make any progress this year on these two 

remaining inequities for survivors and disabled retirees? 

http://dt.tl/Military-Appreciation-Garden-at-New-Hanover-County-Arboretum
http://dt.tl/Military-Appreciation-Garden-at-New-Hanover-County-Arboretum


5. Chained CPI: Will Congress’ Grand Bargain include the use of a Chained CPI that deflates the annual 

cost-of-living adjustment for social security, federal and military retired pay, and veteran’s disability 

compensation? 

6. Grand Bargain: Will Congress come up with a bi-partisan plan to control our Nation’s spending and eat 

away at the $16 trillion dollar debt? 

7. Debt Ceiling: Will Congress agree to increase the debt ceiling later this year? 

8. Government Shutdown: Will Congress avert a government shutdown by providing an interim 

Continuing Resolution by October 1? 

9. Defense Appropriations Bill: Will Congress pass a budget by October 1? (Don’t hold your breath) 

 

Army Swears in 1
st
 Woman as Judge Advocate General.. 

 

  For the first time in the 236 year history of the Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAG), a woman has 

been selected as the Army’s top lawyer. She will lead the nearly 2,000 full-time judge advocates and civilian 

attorneys who provide legal services to the Army. 

 

  In a ceremony on September 4, at the Pentagon, BG Flora D. Darpino’s shoulder boards were switched out 

from those of a one-star general to those of a  three-star general. 

 

  Army Chief of Staff General Ray Odierno opened the ceremony by telling the standing-room-only audience 

that he’s know Darpino for 12 years and that she had served as his staff judge advocate at the 4
th

 Infantry 

Division. “It was during that time I got to understand who Flora Darpino is,” Odierno said. “She is a brilliant, 

dedicated, tough judge advocate general who understands the law, understands how to support commanders, 

and understands how to use her responsibility interpreting the law to ensure we can do our job the right way. 

That’s all you can ever ask of your judge advocate general. She has incredible judgment, she gives incredible 

advice and she will do it at the right time, so I’m very pleased.” 

 

Baptist Chaplains Will Not Participate in Same-Sex Functions.. 

 

  The U.S. religious denomination responsible for the largest share of active-duty military chaplains has 

prohibited its members from participating in services for same-sex couples, including weddings, counseling 

sessions and couples retreats. The military counts 439 active-duty and 268 Reserve chaplains from the 

Southern Baptist Convention, the largest affiliation among the services. Total active-duty chaplains number 

2,884, according to DoD, with 2,375 in the Reserves. 

 

  Of the active-duty servicemembers, nearly 140,000 call themselves Baptists, and roughly 13,000 say they 

are a part of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

 

  The decision by the North American Mission Board (NAMB) – the missions arm of the Nashville, TN 

based Southern Baptist Convention – follows the recent DoD announcement that it would recognize same-

sex marriages and extend benefits to gay spouses. 

 

  According to a press release published on the group’s website, Baptist chaplains are prohibited from 

participation in any services that would appear to accept or endorse same-sex unions. “NAMB-endorsed 

chaplains will not conduct or attend a wedding ceremony for any same-sex couple, bless such a union or 

perform counseling in support of such a union, assist or support paid contractors or volunteers leading same-

sex relational events, nor offer any kind of relationship training or retreat, on or off of a military installation, 

that would give the appearance of accepting the homosexual lifestyle or sexual wrongdoing,” 

 

  DoD released a statement which reads in part: “The Department of Defense respects, places a high value 

on, and supports by policy the rights of members of the military services to observe the tenets of their 



respective religions or to have no religious beliefs. The Department does not endorse religion or any one 

religion or religious organizations and provides to the maximum extent possible for the free exercise of 

religion by all members of the military services who choose to do so.” 

 

  Doug Carver, a retied Army major general and former chief of chaplains, who now leads NAMB’s  

chaplaincy program, said Convention chaplains would continue to work with all service members regardless 

of sexual orientation, although they may refer them elsewhere in certain situations. He said those lines aren’t 

always clear, but he expects that no chaplain will refuse to see or work with a service member who is openly 

gay. 

 

Disabled Vets Memorial to Open in 2014.. 

 

  A different kind of war memorial will open to the public next year in Washington, D.C. Unlike the Vietnam 

Wall and scores of other memorials, this one will honor wounded warriors.  “You had your whole lives 

ahead of you, but you were willing to risk all of it for this land that we love,” President Obama said recently 

to more than 3,000 veterans who gathered for the Disabled American Veterans national convention. “And 

next year” the president continued, “your profound sacrifices will be recognized in the heart of our nation’s 

capital when our country dedicates the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial.” 

 

  The $8.5 million memorial, which will feature 48 glass display panels, will open on October 12, 2014; it 

will sit on a 2.4 acre site across from the U.S. Botanic Garden. Its centerpiece will be a star-shaped fountain 

– each point representing a service branch – and pool that will capture the reflection of the nearby U.S. 

Capitol. 

 

  The site was selected because of its proximity to the U.S. Capitol,” said Rick Fenstermacher, chief 

executive officer for the project. “We wanted Congress to be able to look at the memorial and see that the 

cost of war is more than the price of bullets and bombs. 

 

  Inscribed on the thick, transparent panels will be quotations that help tell the story of war’s wounded and 

crippled, along with historic images of service members and veterans reproduced from archival photos. 

Behind the images – seen through the transparent panels – will be bronze sculptures depicting the returned 

wounded veterans. 

 

  The foundation behind the project was established in 1998, largely through the drive and initial funding of 

Lois Pope, a Florida philanthropist. Pope previously told interviewers that during her days as a singer in New 

York City, she performed for a group of wounded veterans just back from Vietnam. She was so moved by 

them that she hoped to one day honor them in some way. 

 

Doolittle Raiders Set ‘Final Toast’ for November.. 

 

  The last of the Doolittle Raiders from WWII will make their final toast together in a ceremony at the 

National Air Force Museum in southwest Ohio on 9 November. 

 

  All four remaining survivors of the 1942 bombing attack on Japan are in their 90s and they all plan to 

participate. By tradition, the Raiders reunite each year and toast ‘those who have gone’ from the original 80. 

They use special silver goblets with engraved names. For years, the plan was for the last two survivors to 

make the final toast. However, after Maj. Thomas Griffin of Cincinnati died in February at age 96, it was 

decided to have a final ceremony this year because of the survivors’ advancing ages. The goblets have names 

engraved twice, to be read right-side-up for the living and upside-down for the deceased. The city of Tucson, 

AZ. presented the Raiders with the goblets in 1959. 

 



  The toast ritual grew from reunions led by Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle, who commanded the mission credited 

with helping change the course of the war in the aftermath of Japan’s Pearl Harbor attack and a string of 

Japanese successes in the Pacific region. Doolittle died in 1993. 

 

  Last year, the Raiders had a 70
th

 anniversary reunion at the National Museum of the Air Force near Dayton. 

It included survivors and relatives of the crew of the USS Hornet, the carrier that launched the land-based B-

25 bombers for the attack. Survivors and relatives of Chinese villagers who helped Raiders elude Japanese 

capture also attended. 

 

  The 16 planes lacked fuel to reach safe bases after the raid. Three Raiders died off the China coast, three 

were executed by the Japanese, and another died in captivity. 

 

Navy Orders 13 More P-8A Poseidons.. 

 

  The U.S. Navy has extended its contract with Boeing Co. for P-
8A Poseidon airplanes. It ordered 13 more of the planes at a cost of 1.98 billion dollars which are based on 

737 airframes, and are used for anti-submarine, anti-surface and surveillance missions. 

 

  The deal is an extension of an existing contract that is ultimately planned to include 100 Poseidons. The 

Navy has now ordered 37 and Boeing has delivered 10, with the first planes due to be operational by the end 

of this year. 

 

Army Officers Facing RIF.. 

 

  The Army recently began selecting colonels and lieutenant colonels for early retirement in an effort to trim 

the ranks by 2017. 

 

  The Army is holding a Selective Early Retirement Board to look at a pool of 1,200 lieutenant colonels and 

colonels, according to a recent Army press release. There are about 500 active duty colonels who have been 

in grade for more than five years, and about 700 lieutenant colonels who have been passed over at least twice 

for promotion to full colonel. 

 

  The decision is necessary to help ensure that other officers have the opportunity to move up in rank as the 

Army draws down to 400,000 by fiscal 2017, said LTG Howard Bromberg, Army G-1. “It’s hard to do, 

because we’re doing it to people who have supported us tremendously with great honor and service to our 

nation and service to the Army over the last 12 years while we have been engaged in the fight,” Bomberg 

said. 

 

  “Unlike drawdown efforts in the past, there will be no separation pay for those who volunteer or are 

selected for early retirement,” officials say. 

 



TRICARE Targets Tobacco.. 

 

  TRICARE has increased tobacco cessation aid for beneficiaries. Tobacco cessation medications and 

prescription medications now are available to TRICARE patients through military treatment facilities, 

pharmacies, and TRICARE’s mail-order pharmacy program. 

 

The October Meeting.. 

 

  Don’t miss the opportunity to meet and schmooze with MOAA chapter presidents and representatives from 

the 18 state-wide chapters as they come together on October 25
th

 at Fort Fisher. A great grilled dinner with 

your choice of steak or chicken (prepared by our very own chapter grill-masters) with baked potato, fixin’s, 

salad- bar, rolls, iced tea, and dessert will be served following a social time that kicks off at 1800 hours. 

 

  Our guest speaker will be Mr. Paul Laird, Development Director of the Friends of Fort Fisher. Feel free to 

bring guests. You are also invited to attend the Saturday morning business meeting at the NCNG Training 

Center at Fort Fisher, which is scheduled from 0830 till 1200 hours. 

 

  The Reservation Form, with your check MUST be received by 4 October. 

 

 
COOKOUT Reservation Form – Friday, 25 October 2013, 1800 hours. 

Must be received by 4 October 2013 

 

RESERVATION FORM 

 

25 October 2013, Friday night COOKOUT at the Beach House. Social starts at 1800 hours, followed by dinner at 1845 

hours. $18.00 per person for steak/$12.00 per person for grilled chicken. Cash Bar. 

 

Name:_____________________________________________ Steak______ Chicken ______ 

Spouse/Guest:_______________________________________Steak______ Chicken ______ 

Guests:_____________________________________________Steak_____  Chicken ______ 

             _____________________________________________Steak_____  Chicken ______ 

                                                                          total submitted: ___________________ 

Please make check payable to SENCLAND MOAA and mail to: 

SENCLAND MOAA 

P.O. Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

 


